
Newbald Parish Council 
                   Annual Report – May 2013 

Chairman’s Overview of Council Achievements 

During the last year, Newbald Parish Council has continued to perform its statutory duties, including those in respect 
of planning applications; the church grounds and the cemetery. 

In addition it has worked hard to settle the issues surrounding Spring Lane and to tackle other matters that are 
important to our village, such as those surrounding highways and public safety. 

Indeed the last year has been a particularly busy one for the Council, as it has considered and implemented many 
changes to the manner in which its business is conducted. 

Council Structure 

In recent times NPC has seen significant increases in its workload.  

This, together with its accreditation as a Quality Parish Council and the prospect of added responsibilities arising from 
future government legislation, led it to consider how it could conduct its business in a more streamlined and efficient 
manner. 

Late in 2011 the Council voted to adopt a committee and working party based structure, where various aspects of its 
business could be conducted outside the regular monthly full council meetings. 

Not only has this format allowed matters to be given increased focus, it means that parishioners have more 
opportunity to attend our meetings and voice their opinions.  

This is an important element in NPC’s aim to improve how it engages with villagers and canvases their opinion.  

Three Standing Executive Committees (SEC) and three Working Parties (WP) were created, covering matters such as 
council governance, community development and planning. 

Spring Lane: 

As ever, access to the playing field via Spring (Mucky) Lane remains a major issue for the Village and the Council. 
However, whilst in previous years we have made little progress, during this year we have seen some significant 
headway towards guaranteeing public access. 

In January 2011 and as part of a wider strategy, we applied for a Public Footpath to be declared along the Lane. A 
little over 12 months later, an order was made for a footpath measuring between 3.8 and 5.0m wide to be designated 
over the whole of the Lane’s length. 

This would enshrine the public’s right of access to the Lane in law and require ERYC to protect that right. 

Unfortunately and despite much support including our own and that of the Playing Field Association, several 
objections were raised. Consequently, the matter will now be referred to the Secretary of State and possibly to an 
inquiry.  

Despite this, we are confident that the footpath will become a reality in the not too distant future. 

Our strategy also entails working with the Playing Field Association to support them in asserting their ownership of the 
field and their Private Rights of access over the Lane. 

Furthermore, in order to ensure the matter continues to receive the attention necessary, a Spring Lane SEC was 
created as part of the Council’s reorganisation, to monitor and react to developments as well as to develop future 
strategy.  

 



Highways:  

NPC continues to monitor the condition of our local highways and make representations to ERYC where it believes 
action is required. 

Although the budget available to ERYC is severely limited, this year we have nonetheless been able to secure two 
significant highways improvements in our village. 

Firstly we were successful in gaining approval for a 20mph speed limit to be put in place on Beverley Road in front 
and either side of the School. 

Secondly, we were able to persuade ERYC of the need for improvements for pedestrian safety at the junction of South 
Newbald Road and Trundlegate, incorporating a new footpath. 

Although it has not been possible to create an unbroken footpath, this together with the signage that has been put in 
place, will help to ensure better safety for pedestrians walking to and from Monkton Rise. 

Whilst the winter of 2011 / 2012 was not as severe as was expected, NPC continued to hold stocks of sand and grit to 
improve access to untreated roads and footpaths. We remain in readiness to act in the forthcoming winter season. 

Matters surrounding our village’s highways, common lands and burial grounds are now dealt with by our new 
Highways Working Party. Members of this group are already in consultation with the authorities to address several 
areas of concern, such as speeding along the A1034, traffic movements across the Green and parking trouble spots. 

Village Hall: 

The Village Hall continues as a vital hub for the village, providing a venue for many activities and events. It is vital that 
it should continue to fulfil this vital function, as well as developing as a key asset for the benefit of future generations. 

With this in mind, the Council has inaugurated discussions with the Village Hall Management Committee with a view to 
developing a strategy for The Hall that will ensure its continued security and relevance within the structure of the 
village. 

Churchyard & Cemetery: 

The maintenance of the churchyard and the cemetery, as well as matters relating to health and safety within them, 
remain the responsibility of NPC and we have carried substantial works and improvements this year.  

Trees in the churchyard have been inspected and pruned where necessary and safety notices drawing attention to 
potential hazards for those walking in the grounds have been placed at all the entrances. 

In the cemetery, the pathway has been completely resurfaced, whilst in both, monuments have been inspected and 
where necessary remedial work has been carried out to ensure public safety is maintained. 

Benches:  

Although often overlooked, the 8 benches situated around the village represent an important asset worthy of 
preservation. After conducting an inspection, it was clear that although some required urgent attention, most would 
benefit from some form of renovation. 

Therefore, a programme of works was undertaken by a local tradesman to repair and preserve the benches whilst 
maintaining their character. This is now complete and they are ready to be used by villagers and visitors alike.  

Quality Parish Council & Parish Plan: 

NPC continues to hold ‘Quality Parish Council’ status and as the time comes for us to renew this designation, we are 
working to meet the necessary requirements. 

One of these is to have an up to date Parish Plan in place. Our current plan was completed in 2005 and we are now in 
the process of up-dating it. 

As part of this exercise we will be conducting a Village Survey, giving the whole parish the opportunity have its say 
and to help shape the way it develops in the next few years and beyond.  



This will be undertaken in the next few months and is being spearheaded by our new Community Development 
Working Party. 

Although the survey questionnaire will be available in paper form, for the first time it will also be possible to complete it 
on-line. 

Newbald.co.uk & IT: 

Indeed, this initiative is part of a wider one which is considering how NPC can better communicate with the parish and 
gauge the opinion of our residents. This will see improvements to our on-line presence, beginning with a new website 
that is being rolled out during late Spring. 

Dog fouling / barking: 

Dog ownership is one of the joys of living in a rural setting. Yet the problems associated with it are an ever recurring 
theme at our meetings. During the year NPC and members of the community have again taken steps to address these 
issues. 

As well as frequent appeals to dog owners in our newsletter, a poster and leaflet drop was mounted by campaigners, 
which attracted much attention both inside Newbald and in the press.  

In support of these efforts, this year NPC has installed additional litter bins that can be used for dog waste and has 
secured the services of ERYC wardens, who are empowered to issue fines in respect of dog fouling. 

It is hoped that these and other initiatives championed by our newly inaugurated Community Support Working Party, 
will be highly effective in combating these problems in the longer term. 

In the meantime, we can only reiterate our plea to dog owners to act responsibly and keep our village clean. 

Emergency Planning: 

Although we are a small community, reliant upon outside agencies where emergency services are concerned, NPC 
recognises that it has an obligation to plan for major incidents that may affect our village.  

The Community Support Working Party is currently considering an emergency response strategy and is developing 
recommendations which will be placed before NPC for adoption. 

New Councillors: 

During the year two Councillors have resigned due to changes in personal circumstances. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Nigel Tomlinson and Nigel Hildyard for their hard work and commitment 
to NPC. 

However, we have already welcomed a new councillor, Linda Slough, who joined us in January 2012 and is already 
very active in supporting initiatives being developed by the Community Development Working Party. 

We are currently in the process of filling the remaining place on the council. 

Looking forward: 

The next year again promises to be a busy one. 

We will continue to carry out our statutory responsibilities and we are committed to assisting sympathetic development 
in our community. 

However, we are clear that Newbald must retain its character, as well as continuing to be a safe and positive 
environment in which to live, work and play. 

With this in mind, the Council will work hard in its role as the parishioners’ representative, liaising with ERYC and other 
bodies to promote Newbald and ensure that its views are clearly heard and its needs addressed. 

 



RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2013 
 

2011/2012 
 

2012/2013 
 £ RECEIPTS £ 
 28917.00 Precept 29334.00 
 1086.94 Allotments 970.64 
 1315.00 Cemetery 1469.00 
 299.63 Grass Cutting PFA 0.00 
 2.48 Interest 2.48 
 500.00 Clock Donation £0.00 
 1038.60 HMRC Refund 0 
 0.00 Big Lottery Fund Grant 1865 
 1350.93 VAT recovered 2167.37 
 

    34510.58 Total 35808.49 
 

    
    
 

PAYMENTS 
  11274.56 General Administration 17844.2 

 75.00 Section S137 Payments 300.00 
 136.47 Legal Fees 0.00 
 

 
Running Costs: 

  1197.00 Allotments 598.50 
 4600.04 Cemetery maintenance costs 1250.63 
 3236.00 Clock 165.00 
 599.26 Grass Cutting PFA 617.24 
 0.00 Grass cutting churchyd+cemetery 4300.00 
 1489.04 Street Lighting 1478.61 
 0.00 Severe weather 0.00 
 0.00 Churchyard maintenance costs 1320.00 
 

 
Maintenance work - Mires and Green 240.00 

 1767.01 Election Expenses 0.00 
 1113.50 Tree work churchyard 0.00 
 840.00 Safety inspections 0.00 
 970.00 Bench restoration 0.00 
 1490.00 Ground safety work 0.00 
 3333.33 Paving 0.00 
 155.00 Signs 0.00 
 1038.60 HMRC Refund 0.00 
 0.00 Training 20.00 
 0.00 Village Plan 1592.44 
 2184.87 VAT 1035.18 
 

    35499.68 Total 30761.80 
 

    -989.10 NET PAYMENTS/RECEIPTS 5046.69 
 

    
 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS SUMMARY 
  

    25019.12 BALANCE brought forward at 1st April 2012 24030.02 
 -989.10 Add Net Income/deficit for year as shown above 5046.69 
 0.00 Less adj for prior years debtors/creditors   
 24030.02 Fund Balance carried forward at 31 March 2013 29076.71 
     

 
    

    NPC COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS (Area code 01430) NPC OFFICE CONTACT DETAILS 
     

Miss Suzanne Smith 
Clerk to Newbald Parish Council 
Sandalgrove, Townside Road 
North Newbald 
York, YO43 4SL 
Tel: 01430 828919 
Email: clerk@newbald.co.uk 
Website: www.newbald.com 

Cllr John Barrett 827662 Cllr Beccy O’Sullivan 827175 

Cllr John Howard 828932 Cllr Gavin Steward 801174 

Cllr Elsie Huntington 827479 Cllr Chris Waite 828880 

Cllr Mamta Joshi 828994 Cllr Paul 
Weatherstone 

828325 

mailto:clerk@newbald.co.uk
http://www.newbald.com/


NEWBALD PARISH COUNCIL ATTENDANCE REGISTER 2012-2013 
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Bob Baker               A           A     
John Barrett             A   A               
John Hatfield A                               
John Howard                         A       
Elsie Huntington           A                     
Mick Jackson               A A A A A   A   A 
Mamta Joshi     A A           A             
Beccy O'Sullivan       A   A       A   A   A     
Mick Richards     A   A A A A   A   A   A A A 
Linda Slough     A       A                   
Gavin Steward                   A             
Chris Waite           A                 A   
Paul Weatherstone               A         A   A   
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= Attended 

   John Barrett     A     
           Elsie Huntington           
   

A 
 

= Absent 
    Mick Jackson A       A 

           Mick Richards A   A A   
           Gavin Steward   A A     
   

  
 

= Not on Council/Committee  
Chris Waite           
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            John Barrett       A 
            Elsie Huntington         
            Mick Jackson A     A 
            Gavin Steward         
            Chris Waite   A A   
            Paul Weatherstone       A 
            Beccy O'Sullivan         Not a member of this committee 

       


