
NPC Response to the Consultation on the following planning application: 

20/01149/PLF - Erection of 2 livestock buildings, 1 straw storage building with 

associated feed bins, hardstandings and access and siting of a temporary agricultural 

workers mobile home including associated infrastructure - Land West Of Moor Farm 

Cliffe Road North Newbald East Riding Of Yorkshire YO43 4SR  

 

Newbald Parish Council continues to object strongly to this planning application and 

recommends that it should be refused on the grounds of the following material planning 

considerations: 

Contravention of Local, Strategic, National Planning Policies and Policies in the 

Development Plan 

The overarching principle contained within the National Policy Planning Framework is the 

promotion of sustainable development, the thrust of which is reflected in Policies S1 and S2 

of the East Riding Local Plan Strategy Document, which contain a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development (“development that improves the economic, social and 

environmental conditions in the East Riding of Yorkshire”) and seeks to address climate 

change by supporting developments that reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  This 

development is proposing a business which does not meet the financial criteria for the 1.5 

jobs listed as a justification.  The ROI for such a development cannot be met. 

In direct contravention of the National Policy Planning Framework, this development neither 
utilises an existing building nor is well designed but rather a large new development in open 
countryside and in an area of special interest. The negative impacts on local amenity, 
wildlife, residency and increase in highway dangers massively outweigh the increase of 0.5 

of a job, which is the only benefit to the community. 

Overshadowing/Loss of Outlook and Detriment of Residential Amenity 

Cliffe Road itself leads to and is part of a public footpath and public bridleway. This is one of 

the very few flat walking / cycling paths around our village and it has become very much 

appreciated by residents during the recent lockdown. It leads to woodland and a nice wild 

meadow which is very welcome as much of the countryside surrounding Newbald is already 

given over to farmland. The unit will in effect create a no-go area where residents, visitors 

and tourists will no longer be able to enjoy a walk. 

The loss of outlook for the walkers and cyclists that use the bridleway would be 

considerable. The screening is not sufficient to prevent this. 

The loss of the long standing natural meadow, a haven for walkers, would adversely affect 

the local residential amenity. 

In the interim years since outline planning in principle was granted, new residential 

accommodation has been approved and therefore further residential properties will be 

adversely affected by the proposed development.  

https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q8DF0IBJ0TC00&prevPage=inTray
https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q8DF0IBJ0TC00&prevPage=inTray
https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q8DF0IBJ0TC00&prevPage=inTray


In 2019, the Western Planning Subcommittee refused the building of new homes in Market 

Weighton due to their close proximity to an existing pig farm. The committee recognised the 

unhygienic relationship between residential houses and pig rearing and the negative impact 

it would have on the residential amenity of residents.  Newbald Parish Council contends that 

the same rules and policies should apply in reverse. 

While the Parish Council accepts that this is historically a farming area, the nature of this 

intensive industrial pig rearing risks the health and safety of nearby residents and will have a 

detrimental impact on the Newbald community as a whole. The pollution of the air and 

ground, the risk of vermin, light pollution and the loss of privacy are just the some of the 

ways the residential amenity of local residents will be impacted. 

Keeping large numbers of animals near residential dwellings is a well-known potential 

disease risk to humans. A recent study showed that potentially deadly superbugs can be 

spread by flies from pig farms to people living miles away, yet the nearest residents live only 

150m away. 

There has also been a lot of recent research regarding the adverse impact of levels of 

ammonia in particular on the rural environment. This rural area is loaded enough with 

potential pollutants from road traffic and airborne particles produced by existing farmland. 

The extra burden of this intensive pig unit would greatly exacerbate this and be more than 

the local communities could cope with. 

Evidence obtained by a joint investigation by the Guardian, the Bureau of Investigative 

Journalism and Channel 4 News suggests that at least 3,000 deaths each year could be 

avoided if agricultural ammonia emissions were halved. 

“The hidden danger of ammonia – the pungent, irritant gas that comes from livestock farms 

and combines with other chemicals in the air to form deadly particulates – has been largely 

ignored by the government, despite pledges from ministers to slash air pollution. Ammonia is 

the only major air pollutant rising in the UK, as other forms of pollution have dropped.” 

“The vast majority of ammonia emissions in the UK come from livestock manure. When it 

mixes with other forms of pollution from vehicles or industry, it forms airborne particles called 

PM2.5, which are linked to respiratory problems, cardiovascular diseases, cognitive decline 

and low birth weights.” 

“PM2.5 is probably responsible for somewhere between half and three-quarters of the total 
harm we derive as humans from air pollution,” said Alastair Lewis, director for composition 
research at the National Centre for Atmospheric Science. About half of PM2.5 in urban areas 
comes from ammonia. 

In high concentrations, such as found near liquid manure stores, ammonia can cause a 
stinging sensation in the eyes and throat and an overpowering acrid smell; if inhaled for too 

long, it can cause eye damage or even death. In lower concentrations, it causes irritation. 

Andrea Pozzer, head of a research group at the renowned Max Planck Institute for 
Chemistry in Germany, has studied the impact of ammonia, finding that 50,000 deaths from 
air pollution could be avoided annually in Europe if agricultural emissions were halved. In the 

UK, this equates to at least 3,000 deaths a year. 

https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/


“Ammonia is playing a lead role in fine particle formation and the reduction of it could really 

improve air quality,” said Pozzer.”” 

Residents and visitors to Newbald alike choose to be here because they enjoy the 
countryside, which includes being able to breathe clean air. This should not be threatened by 
an environmentally unfriendly industrial pig farm unit, especially when Government Ministers 
are legislating for measures to reduce air pollution. The landmark “Environment Bill” will 
enshrine environmental principles in law and measures will be introduced to improve air and 
water quality, tackle plastic pollution and restore habitats so plants and wildlife can thrive. 
The Public Bill Committee is due to report on this bill by 25th June 2020 following a delay due 
to Covid-19. The bill is widely supported and it would seem prudent to ensure that any new 
development also meets the requirements of this new bill. 

In addition, COVID19 is a dangerous virus that attacks the respiratory system. Therefore, in 

light of current events, an intensive animal farm that increases airborne and other pollutants 

is totally inappropriate anywhere near where a large number of people old and young live 

and work. There is a school in our village too so Newbald Parish Council contends that 

everything should be done to protect the development of our children as well as the health of 

the elderly and other residents. 

Given the recognised detriment to health, it is totally in appropriate for such large scale pig 

units to be sited so close to homes, gardens, places of work, the Village Hall, the church, the 

school and playing fields. People deserve to be able to relax at home without the threat of 

being confined indoors because of airborne pollution from a massive pig unit situated too 

close to their properties. It’s just not reasonable for either the pig farm developer or ERYC to 

force this upon a community of around 1000+ council tax paying residents. 

 

Highway Issues 

Cliffe Road is a good mile long. It is single track, unlit, with no passing places to safely allow 

HGVs and/or other vehicles to pass each other. It is in a very poor state of repair. It is totally 

unsuitable for heavy trucks to use safely and already struggles with its current traffic levels. 

The road would be further damaged by the heavy trucks servicing the proposed pig farm.  

The final part of the truck’s journey, just before the pig farm entrance, is essentially a dirt 

track.  

This track forms part of a well-used bridleway. There would be nowhere for walkers, horse 

riders and cyclists to get out of the way of the trucks as the track is too narrow. 

Given there is already a caravan storage unit at the bottom of Cliffe Road and a business 

unit at the top, the probability of this happening is high. 

The crossroads at the junction of Cliffe Road, the A1034 and Westgate is dangerous and 

totally unsuitable for large vehicles and heavy traffic. When seeking to turn right out of Cliffe 

Road, the visibility towards Market Weighton is poor, which is an issue for slow–to-

accelerate vehicles as traffic can appear very quickly. 

Members of Newbald Parish Council have noticed an increased number of lorries coming 

through the village of Newbald, up Westgate and then turning right towards Market 

Weighton. This means that there would be heavy goods vehicles seeking to exit onto the 



A1034 at the same crossroads from both Westgate and Cliffe Road - in opposition to one 

another. This junction, already dangerous, will become an accident blackspot. 

Stoneledge has secured planning permission for an overnight lorry park very close by - just 

along the A1034. When that starts operating, there will inevitably be further pressure on the 

A1034 in terms of heavy goods vehicles, which will exacerbate the already dangerous 

situation. 

This application tries to negate the need for any road improvements to meet the needs of the 

significant additional HGV traffic (minimum 330 HGV per year) by passing responsibility to 

an earlier planning condition.  That planning condition is still in dispute after 10 years and 

has never yet been resolved.  Even if resolved it requires 3 x passing paces of only 15m in 

length which is completely insufficient to meet the needs of HGV vehicles and 40ft trailers as 

listed in the application.   If this planning application is approved then the conditions must 

require the road to be upgraded, including re-surfacing and sufficient passing places, and a 

requirement for this to be completed prior to any commencement of works.  Without these 

conditions the road will become a major safety hazard. 

The lack of street lighting on Cliffe Road has been cited as a reason for the refusal of 

another planning application on the road. 

The road is used by many walkers and horses. At 3 metres wide, it would be impossible for 

HGVs to safely overtake on Cliffe Road. The British Horse Society, in line with the 

Government’s “Dead Slow Campaign” recommends that horses should be overtaken with a 

minimum distance of 2m. This would be completely impossible. 73% of the reported 3,737 

collisions involving horses since 2010 were a result of insufficient passing room.  

Cliffe Road is already a dangerous road, with many near misses, frequent breaches of 

speed restrictions and the dangers at the junction with the A1034 already cited. The 

consistent and intrusive use of Cliffe Road caused by this development would magnify these 

dangers exponentially. 

Very recently a large sink hole appeared on Cliffe Road. ERYC had done some emergency 

repair work. This points to the dangers of large scale use of the road by HGVs. 

Members of Newbald Parish Council are concerned that the bridge at the bottom of Cliffe 

Road might not be strong enough to deal with many HGVs driving over it. The bridge should 

be examined by expert engineers to find out what load it could bear. 

A cycle track is being proposed which runs near the A1034. This initiative is very important 

to the local community. With the need to reduce the environmental impact of humans on the 

planet, Newbald, along with other local villages, wants to play its part. This pig farm would 

interfere with planning for the cycle way because of the many HGVs that would need to 

cross the path. 

 

Noise, Disturbances, Smells and Fumes 

The noise level from the machinery, animals and traffic would be considerable and adversely 

affect local residents and people that use the public bridleway that runs alongside the 

proposed development. 

The number of commercial vehicles in the area would rise massively, leading to further noise 

and air pollution. 



The smells emanating from the pig farm and resulting slurry would be extensive and 

unpleasant for local residents and people that use the public bridleway.  

The prevailing winds from the South West and West mean that, aside from the obvious 

impact on residents that live down Cliffe Road very close to the proposed development, the 

smell will drift and be detrimental to residents in the village itself. 

These new planning applications states that there would be significant de bedding and deep 

cleaning exercises undertaken for prolonged periods. This would further exacerbate both the 

noise and odour levels. 

 

Light Pollution 

Paragraph 125 of the NPPF says: “By encouraging good design, planning policies and 

decisions should limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, 

intrinsically dark landscapes and nature conservation”. This development would be in direct 

contravention of that. 

The industrial lighting for this development will create light pollution. Newbald residents have 

long resisted any additional street lighting because of the impact of light pollution. This would 

be worse. 

 

Capacity of Physical Infrastructure 

If the proposed developed should proceed, the onsite accommodation has 4 bedrooms and 

there will be a significant increase in the amount of foul water discharge.  The current 

proposal contains a consideration for a small treatment works that is insufficient to cater for 8 

people occupying the property with its 4 bedrooms.   

Newbald Parish Council is already concerned that the physical infrastructure in Newbald is 

unable to cope. The village has experienced flooding and overflowing sewers in recent 

years. 

 

Deficiencies of Social Facilities 

The site of the proposed development is located some distance from the typical services and 

facilities considered necessary to meet the day to day needs of occupiers of the 

dwelling.  There are existing properties, both for sale and to let, within the village boundaries 

that would be suffice to support a key worker and as such onsite accommodation is not 

needed or required to carry out the business needs contrary to the planning policies.  

 

Adverse Impact on Nature Conservation Interests and Biodiversity Opportunities 

The piece of land is currently teaming with wildlife and destroying the meadow would have a 

devastating impact on their habitats. 



There is a local Wildlife Site (LWS) adjacent to the proposed development. East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council manages the LWS. This area has been given this status because of its 

“substantive nature conservation value”. The LWS may not only be affected by atmospheric 
pollution over time, but through inappropriate management of the area if machinery were 
present on site (e.g.: machines and/or materials being left on the LWS area). 
 

There is also a Site of Special Scientific Interest at Newbald Becksies, not far from the 

proposed site of the pig farm.  

To quote the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust,  

“Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) support habitats and/or species of national 

importance. They represent our best sites for wildlife and geology. 

The national wildlife and geological features of SSSIs are irreplaceable parts of our national 
heritage. These are protected in order to preserve their importance, and to prevent damage 
and development. Many of these are also internationally important.” 
 

The SSSI in Newbald is home to a wide variety of special plants, not to mention shrews and 

water voles (a protected species). 

It is imperative that risks are not taken when it comes to the Site of Special Scientific Interest 

and the Local Wildlife Site. One of the most serious problems facing groundwater dependent 

terrestrial ecosystems (GWDTEs), such as Newbald Becksies, is pollution from nutrients 

(nitrate, and especially nitrogen). A recent report by the Environment Agency (February 

2020) looks at Nitrate modelling of Newbald Becksies SSSI wetland catchment. 

“Newbald Becksies is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) that consists of a small 

spring-fed valley-head wetland. There are concerns about nutrient enrichment to the site, 

which has resulted in the SSSI currently being in unfavourable condition. Observed water 

quality data show nitrate concentrations to exceed the threshold value of 2mg nitrogen (N) 

per litre set for the site (based on UKTAG 2012). The purpose of this assessment is to 

contribute to the understanding of the sources of nitrate in the catchment and potential 

mitigation options.”   

With an excess of nitrogen already threatening the SSSI in Newbald, it is crucially important 

that emissions from harmful nitrogen compounds such as ammonia (a by-product of pig 

farms) are not allowed nearby. Anthropogenic nutrients can originate from a wide range of 

sources including industry and agriculture, and can be transmitted via multiple pathways 

including; surface waters, catchment runoff, groundwater, and atmospheric deposition. Such 

pollution can lead to a loss of protected habitats and biodiversity. 

The full report can be read here. 

The significant harmful gases and substantial use of chemicals needed for the clean down 

operation will further risk the local habitat and cause pollution of the air and the ground. 

Manure stores, slurry lagoons and livestock sheds are, as already referred to, a major 

source of emissions of ammonia, which is directly toxic to vegetation and especially to lower 

plants (mosses, liverworts and lichens). Ammonia is also a major contributor to the 

deposition of nitrogen, which reduces habitat biodiversity by promoting the growth of a 

relatively small number of the more vigorous plant species which then out-compete the other 

species present.  The submitted reports address none of these issues. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/865658/Nitrate_modelling_of_Newbald_Becksies_SSSI_wetland_catchment_-_report.pdf


Given that Government guidance emphasises the statutory basis of planning to provide net 

gains in biodiversity, allowing a pig farm would fly in the face of that.  This farm would cause 

irrevocable damage to local wildlife including bats, birds, great crested newts, deer, rabbits 

and many indigenous species.   

The submitted Wildlife Enhancement Programme (WEP) does not cover all the statutory 

requirements.  The report is based on old, outdated and even expired data. The report by 

Wold Ecology expired in December 2017. Expired reports cannot be used to build an 

acceptable WEP and the required surveys and findings must be re undertaken and 

submitted prior to any decision on this planning application.  The submissions being used to 

decide this application have recommendations that have already been ignored.  

One local resident has spoken to CES who compiled the most recent survey, and they have 
advised that they strongly believe there to be Great Crested Newts (GCN) at the site but that 
a full site survey has not been undertaken.  They also advised that they are working to their 
client’s instructions but that ERYC Council would be able to ask for a more updated and in 
depth survey so that if GCN were found, further measures and conditions could form part of 
any planning conditions, should permission be granted. Newbald Parish Council contends 
that carrying out a new in depth survey is vital. 

Newbald Parish Council is concerned about the impact on bats. The outline approval notes 

the rural, dark location in paragraph 15. 

 

https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/files/9CE31411924D9BB89

1975A9632549A26/pdf/20_01149_PLF-NOTICE_OF_DECISION_17_00328_OUT-

3674413.pdf 

 

The 'Wildlife Enhancement Plan' part 2 states: "7.5.1.4 Lighting 7.5.1.4.1 Lighting has a 

detrimental effect on bat activity has a detrimental effect on bat activity; many bats will 

actually avoid areas that are well lit.  Lighting can cause habitat fragmentation by preventing 

bats from commuting between roosts and foraging grounds (A.J Mitchell-Jones 2004).” 

 

The document called 'Lighting assessment' submitted as part of this application is not an 

assessment of effects at all; it is nothing more than a technical overview of suggested 

security lighting.  This is not a full site lighting assessment for a 24/7 operation. NPC 

contends that a full survey is required prior to any decision about this planning application 

being made.   

. 

In the Wildlife Enhancement Plan, the stated principles are: - “Reduce or remove the UV 

component of light emitted. To achieve this, a lamp that does not emit UV or a filtration 

product is recommended - External lighting requirements will be carefully designed to avoid 

light spillage affecting foraging bats and bat box entrances. Thus creating a dark and green 

infrastructure and can be achieved by using hoods, cowls, shields and louvers. Planting or 

manmade barriers can also protect against light spillage. - Security lighting will be on a short 

timer and motion sensitive to large objects only. - Use of timers to reduce the hours lit and 

tailors this specifically to wildlife affected. - Lights will not be mounted where they will shine 

directly on to the adjacent Houghton Moor woodland and field boundary hedgerows."  

In reference to the above, Newbald Parish Council notes that the document says that the 

"The principles are:", but does not say that "The following will be implemented:".  

https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/files/9CE31411924D9BB891975A9632549A26/pdf/20_01149_PLF-NOTICE_OF_DECISION_17_00328_OUT-3674413.pdf
https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/files/9CE31411924D9BB891975A9632549A26/pdf/20_01149_PLF-NOTICE_OF_DECISION_17_00328_OUT-3674413.pdf
https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/files/9CE31411924D9BB891975A9632549A26/pdf/20_01149_PLF-NOTICE_OF_DECISION_17_00328_OUT-3674413.pdf


Therefore NPC suggests that if you are minded to approve this application that the planning 
conditions should directly reflect the principles set out in the Wildlife Enhancement Plan.  

In addition to polluting by-products, Newbald Parish Council is concerned about potential 
environmental accidents. An investigation by the Bureau of Investigative Journalism and the 
Guardian in 2016 found that serious pollution incidents in the UK from livestock farms are 
now a weekly occurrence, leading to damage to wildlife, fish, farm livestock and air and 

water pollution. At the time of writing, things were getting worse. 

“Many farmers appear to be struggling with the price of preventing pollution, a situation that 
may deteriorate as farm incomes are threatened by the turmoil of Brexit. In many cases the 

breaches are likely to be the result of underinvestment in equipment such as slurry stores.” 

The investigation found that some of the serious incidents have been linked to megafarms, 
which can house hundreds of thousands of chickens or thousands of pigs and which are on 
the rise in the UK. The number of breaches at large intensive farms rose in the three years 

preceding 2016. 

Data obtained by freedom of information requests shows that in total more than 3,000 cases 
of pollution from dairy, poultry and pig farms were recorded by the Environment Agency in 
England alone between 2010 and 2016. 444 of these were linked to pig farms, with 38 of 
those pollution incidents deemed to have had a “major or significant impact on the 

environment”. 

Newbald is very environmentally conscious and is not willing to accept an intensive pig farm, 
the resulting risk of pollution caused by farming accidents and the damage that could wreak 
on our air, ground, waterways and wildlife. 

This development would be in direct contravention of Section 15-170 of National Planning 
Policy Framework Page 51: 
  
“Planning decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by:  
a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological value and 
soils (in a manner commensurate with their statutory status or identified quality in the 
development plan);  
b) recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits 
from natural capital and ecosystem services – including the economic and other benefits of 
the best and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland;  
d) minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing 
coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures;  
e) preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being put at unacceptable 
risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise 
pollution or land instability. Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local 
environmental conditions such as air and water quality” 

 
In Newbald’s Community Led Plan, which was based on extensive survey of residents, 

Newbald Parish Council (NPC) noted that “Newbald is fortunate to benefit from an SSSI, the 

presence of rare birds and mammals and a largely unspoilt rural setting.  NPC recognises 

the importance of our wildlife and is committed to its protection and support. With the 

assistance of its agency partners, NPC will continue to promote the significance of 

Newbald’s wildlife.” 

 

https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/2017-08-21/farming-pollution-fish-uk
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/2017-08-21/farming-pollution-fish-uk
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/28/brexit-likely-to-create-a-rise-in-uk-megafarms
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/18/rise-of-mega-farms-how-the-us-model-of-intensive-farming-is-invading-the-world
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/17/uk-has-nearly-800-livestock-mega-farms-investigation-reveals


Effect on Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 

North Newbald is home to a conservation area and its Norman Church is a Grade 1 listed 

building. There are also other listed buildings with in the village. The resulting increased 

traffic, unpleasant smells and air pollution resulting from this nearby development would 

have a very detrimental impact on residents and visitors alike. 

 

Incompatible or Unacceptable Uses 

NPC is concerned that the so-called ‘temporary’ mobile home would be there indefinitely and 

become a permanent feature.  

The plans show an enhanced garden and residential area with the new proposed double 

sized accommodation.   This land is currently used for haymaking and this change is use 

would result in an over domestication of this land and encroachment of residential use into 

the open countryside which would fail to offer any enhancements to the setting and would 

detract from the character and appearance of the surrounding areas. The size and scale is 

disproportionate to one key worker.  

It is noted that no internal lighting is specified; if there is none then there is no need for an 

onsite worker. 

The benefits of this scheme for providing work for one key worker also have to be balanced 

against the impact of the development proposal upon the character of its surroundings and 

maintaining the integrity of the countryside.  In this instance the size and scale of buildings 

being proposed will have significant and irreversible impact on the surrounding area.  The 

scale is unsympathetic and totally out of keeping with the surrounding area.  There are no 

enhancements to the immediate setting and is therefore contrary to the provisions within the 

NPPF.  

The business basis of this plan is dated May 2016.  The economy has suffered significant 
financial downturn from both Brexit and Covid-19 since. Demand from abroad is by no 
means certain in a post Brexit era.There is renewed interest in protecting the Environment 
and a move by many away from eating meat as the health and environmental benefits of a 
plant-based diet are increasingly recognised.  Those that do continue to eat meat 
increasingly look towards organic and/or free range options rather than factory farmed 
produce. Animal welfare is increasingly important, especially to our residents. Newbald 
Parish Council feels that, prior to any decision being made, there should be a requirement to 

renew the business plan to reflect the new uncertain economic and social climate. 

Newbald is no longer a community that relies on farming for its business health and 
productivity. Many people work from the village in all kinds of industries. Covid-19 now 
means that even more people work from home within the village. There are farms around 
Newbald but farming no longer defines the community and this pig farm should not be 
granted planning permission on the basis that this area is a ‘farming community’. 

There is a site of Special Scientific Interest in Newbald, which Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 
manages. According to Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, “Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
support habitats and/or species of national importance. They represent our best sites for 
wildlife and geology. The national wildlife and geological features of SSSIs are irreplaceable 
parts of our national heritage. These are protected in order to preserve their importance, and 



to prevent damage and development. Many of these are also internationally important.” It is 
paramount that this site in North Newbald is protected from any risk of air borne pollutants. 

North Newbald is home to the water vole. This is a protected species. It is vital that our 
waterways and the air are kept clean and fresh to allow them to continue to flourish. 

There are horses and sheep that graze the land neighbouring land this proposed 
development. The proposed new hedging contains plants known to be poisonous to horses 

causing seizures, colic and death. 

Newbald Parish Council is currently looking into setting up a Community Renewable Energy 
Scheme, which will be a giant leap forward towards making the village very green and 
environmentally responsible. While we work hard to achieve this, it would feel like a slap in 

the face if a toxic industrial pig unit was sited so nearby.  

There is a new holiday home business down Cliffe Road, every close to the proposed site. 
This pig farm could potentially totally ruin that business.  

Newbald has a growing tourist industry, which is actively encouraged by ERYC. Newbald is 
on the Wolds Way and attracts many cyclists and walkers. Tourists and visitors to our region 
stay in our village and in the surrounding villages in B&Bs, rental cottages or 
camping/glamping facilities. This growing industry should be encouraged. Visitors are 
welcomed into our natural environment and they do a lot to support the local economy. This 
is another example of our developing and changing rural economy.  A pig farm and the 

resultant odours and industrial traffic could decimate this fledgling industry. 

This particular type of farming does not fit with the village of Newbald and its values. It is 
totally incompatible. 

 

Layout and Density of Building Design, Visual Appearance and Finishing Material 

While the building design, visual appearance and finishing materials may be standard for this 

type of pig farm, they are in no way compatible with the beautiful countryside in which they 

would be built. 

 

Inadequate or Inappropriate Landscaping or Means of Enclosure 

Views will be severely affected as there are no provision for view enhancement programmes 

as the original planning condition for 5 mature trees has now been downgraded. 

 

Public Opinion 

In short, the creation of this pig farm would be completely incompatible with the natural 

beauty of the surrounding environment. It would be detrimental to the health and well-being 

of all our residents. 



Newbald is a living, thriving, village with residents not only engaged in farming, but also from 

many other walks of life and professions. There is a strong sense of community spirit and 

desire to protect and enhance our way of life.  

Given the huge response to this planning application from members of the public, you can 

be left in no doubt about how Newbald residents feel about the prospect of this pig farm. 

They resolutely reject the idea of having such a large intensive pig farming unit less than a 

mile from their homes. 

The Parish Council was extremely concerned and surprised that a wholly inappropriate 

industrial unit of this nature was given outline planning permission in the first place. While 

you may be minded to grant this application on the basis of the outline planning permission 

already being in place, we ask that you look at the obvious public outrage about this, the 

change in economic/environmental circumstances and protections since the original outline 

planning was approved, the outdated data the original decision was based on and the 

breach of many material planning considerations as detailed above.  We know that there is a 

presumption in favour of planning applications underpinning the planning system but feel 

that there are substantive grounds not to grant full planning permission for this industrial pig 

unit.  

Newbald Parish Council requests that this planning application is considered by the Planning 

Committee.  

There are submissions that need to be considered by the Planning Committee before any 

decision about this planning application is made. These include submissions from Natural 

England, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the Environment Agency. 

Natural England will be requesting a SCAIL Report (http://www.scail.ceh.ac.uk/) as part of 

their submission. If you have not received this submission yet, a decision needs to be 

deferred until you have opportunity to take it into account. 

 

http://www.scail.ceh.ac.uk/

